
RESIDENTS STEP FORWARD 

Seven New Members on the Board  
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In an ongoing effort to further diversify the 

Board of Directors and benefit from the 

thoughts and ideas of many, Palm Beach 

Island Cats President David Leavitt set out 

to find, and successfully recruited, qualified, 

willing and animal friendly residents to join 

the Board.  “This effort was about bringing 

new perspective to the program for even 

better and more effective management of 

the homeless cat program in Palm Beach,” 

he said, “and that meant enlisting the help 

of our friends and neighbors”. The Board 

met in March and April and elected seven 

very qualified individuals to seats on the 

Board.  “We’re glad they said yes”, said 

Executive Vice President Allen Mason.  “We 

would welcome even more to the Board if 

they are interested,” he added.  Elected 

were: 

 Isabel Furlaud 

 Harriet Martin 

 Michael Harris 

 Anita Lorello 

 Marisa Vesley 

 Cheryl Giangrande 

 Beth Levine 

 

The Board will next meet in July with date 

and time to be announced.  “Another thing 

we want to accomplish is the expansion of 

committees and recruiting of volunteers to 

bring even more expertise and skill to the 

corporation,” Leavitt said.   

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS ELECTED FOR 2010 

The Board of Directors met in April and 

elected officers for 2010.  The officers 

serve as the Executive Committee for 

Island Cats and are responsible for the 

daily operations of feral cat management.  

All serve for a one year term. 

 

David Leavitt, President 

Allen Mason, Executive Vice President 

Harriet Golding Martin, Vice President 

Cheryl Giangrande, Vice President 

Marisa Vesley, Corresponding Secretary 

Leslie Moss, Recording Secretary-

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Help Protect Cats 
 

Join the mail list and learn how you 

can help homeless cats in Palm Beach 

 

Call 512-4884 
Or send an email to 

pbislandcats@gmail.com 
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FUNDRAISING NEWS 
Successful Purrfect Pawty  

The Fundraising Committee hosted a Cocktail 

Pawty and Silent Auction at The Chesterfield 

Hotel on March 18.  “The event was a fun way 

to raise money for the operating costs of this 

program so that our Field Operations Team can 

further their mission of T-N-R and feeding all 

the cats,” the chairman said. “It was an event 

conducted several years ago and was enjoyed 

by our guests, so we re-created it once again.” 

President Leavitt said, “We cannot thank our 

local retailers and friends enough for their 

generosity of donating items for the auction.” 

   

Memory Path 

“Residents have been slow to respond by 

donating engraved bricks for the park being 

created on Park Avenue, but we have every 

reason to believe with a bit more effort on our 

part to promote the idea the project will be a 

success,” a Director of Island Cats said.  The 

memory walk will be created with bricks 

bearing names of family, friends and pets or 

dates that residents want to memorialize. By 

agreement of Island Cats and the Public Works 

Department, construction of the walk will not 

commence until all the bricks have been 

donated.  Proceeds from the brick donations 

will provide at least half the annual budget and 

will allow for more T-N-R of homeless cats.    
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Island Cats is always looking 

for volunteers, so if you have a 

bit of time to devote to a worthy 

cause, please let someone know 

you want to help.  Send Island 

Cats an email or drop us a note 

to the mailing address.  Let us 

know what you will enjoy most, 

are most suited to and what 

skills you want to share.  You 

are welcome at Island Cats! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR  
 
 

The summer months will see a focused 

campaign to sell ALL the bricks needed 

for the memory walk to be created in a 

new park on Park Avenue 

 

July, 2010 is the Caretaker- Volunteer 

Appreciation Picnic.  Details will be 

released soon, but everyone can expect 

another good time together. 

 
October 16, 2010, is National Feral Cat 

Day; you can be sure Island Cats will not 

let this day go unobserved! 

 
 

Expect exciting events this 
“coming season” 

 
 
. 
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The cat’s sense of smell, touch and hearing 

are the most important senses they have, and 

cats use them far more keenly than humans. 

They also use body language to communicate 

many emotions, from fear and aggression to 

pain and contentment.  

 

Smell: Cats have a special organ in their nose 

called the vomeronasal organ, which helps 

them to detect smells. You may have noticed 

your cat slightly opening their mouth when 

they have smelt something new, they are 

using the vomeronasal organ when they do 

this.  

 

Scent is also an important communication 

method. They identify each other by smell and 

also use it to mark out their territory. Cats 

have scent glands around their mouths and 

also their feet. That is why you may see your 

cat rubbing its face around furniture or people.  

They are just marking it to say that it belongs 

to them.  

 

Body Language: By Understanding your cats 

body signals you will notice when your cat isn’t 

feeling well, if your cat is afraid of something 

or is generally not in the mood for a cuddle 

and would just rather be left alone.  

 

A cat’s face will reveal a lot.  If the pupils of 

the eyes are wide this will indicate either a 

scared cat or angry cat especially if the cat has 

a fixed stare. Or it could mean that they are 

quite excited about something. Their body 

language will also help to clarify their 

emotions. 

 

Ears folded back means aggression, completely 

flattened against the head means that they are 

a really scared cat.  

 

Pricked up and held slightly forward means 

that they are confident and a happy cat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 6th PET SET  
 

Paulette Noble, writer of the Pet Set column 

featured in The Shiny Sheet, featured some of 

the cats under the care of Island Cats and 

quoted several of the volunteers.  Check the 

April 6th edition! 
 

 
REMEMBER CROONER?  

 

Crooner is that brave little survivor of that 

eventful day in May last year when his little 

foot was caught in the engine of Vic 

Damone’s car and was rescued by local 

firemen.   

 

His foster mom, Susan Gammino, is planning 

to celebrate kitty’s first birthday with a party 

at The Palm Beach Steakhouse on May 6.  

While details have yet to be revealed, Island 

Cats already heard about it - you’re a good 

foster mom, Susan! 

 
Happy Birthday Crooner! 
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BE VIGILANT 

It’s Spring - that means there may 

kittens hidden away by their fearful 

mother.  Residents are asked to be on 

the lookout for the kittens, and if 

kitties are sighted, call 

512-4884  

Island Cats has a limited time to 

socialize the kittens so they can be 

placed for adoption.   

Don’t hesitate to call! 

 

 
 

Delete text and place photo here. 
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http://www.our-happy-cat.com/scared-cat.html


 

I NEED A FOREVER HOME!!  
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If you want a copy of the newsletter mailed 
to you rather than read the newsletter on 

line, send us your snail mail address.  
Notify us by sending an email to  

 
pbislandcats@gmail.com 

 
or 
 

send a note to  
 

P. O. Box 173 
Palm Beach, FL  33480 

Managing the homeless feline 

population in Palm Beach  

 but never compromising  

on humane care!!!  

 

Follow Island Cats on Facebook!  

 

JOIN PALM BEACH ISLAND CATS 

P. O. BOX 173 ï PALM BEACH, FL  33480 

www.pbislandcats.org 
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Bricks Are Still Available For Donation 

Don’t procrastinate and miss the opportunity to 

donate an engraved brick for the new park at 

240 Park Avenue.  The memory walk will be a 

forever reminder of people, pets, dates and 

milestones that are most important to you.  

Call 512-4884 and get the answers to your 

questions about the bricks…but don’t wait too 

long and be left out of this exciting venture. 
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